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ROUNDWORM,
HAIRWORM &
TAPEWORM

These worms are well known infections that all fanciers have
experienced at some stage.

Over the years we have been doing tests in SA, we have found
that up to 10% of lofts are infected with one of these worms.

Life cycle comparison of the three.

Round worm (the most common)

Worm eggs are taken in by pecking at contaminated floors of the

loft and environment. These eggs hatch into larvae that migrate
through the body and within 3 weeks form into adults that lay eggs.
These eggs are found during microscopic examination of the faeces.

With both Round- and Hairworm, opinions vary on the number of
eggs that can be laid per day. It can be up to 5000 per day at times.
Reported figures vary depending on the source of information
referred to.

Accept though, that the level of contamination of the environment
can be very high.

You can appreciate how easily other pigeons can pick up these eggs
with there being so many eggs contaminating the environment.

Eggs can remain viable in the environment for up to 6 months.

Hairworm

Less common but they are more pathogenic (cause more harm).
They dig into the intestinal mucosa causing severe damage.
Eggs in the environment are either taken in as eggs, free living
larvae (eggs have started to hatch) or by eating the worms and
beetles that have eaten the larvae.

The life cycle while in the pigeon is slower.

It takes 6 weeks before eggs start appearing in the faeces.

Tapeworm

The head of the tape worm is embedded in the wall of the intestine.
As the most mature segments (proglottids) are shed, generally one
segment at a time, they can often be seen with the naked eye.
They are a little over half the size of a pin head.

They are white and glistening.

Shedding of proglottids is intermittent.

They will not always be seen on routine faecal examinations.

If a purgative were to be given at any stage, many segments can be
seen in the faeces leading many fanciers to believe that a purgative
acts as a successful treatment.

The head stays behind and continues to produce more proglottids.
The presence of proglottids at any stage, does not mean that
whatever medication was given has been effective.

The proglottids shed are not eaten by the pigeon but by weeuvils,
worms and beetles.

These are the intermediate hosts.

The pigeon eats these intermediate hosts and becomes infected.

Treatment

 Mediworm - covers all three worms.
Treatment must be repeated in 2 weeks.
The Praziquantal fraction is by far the most effective product for
use against tapeworm.

e Tri-Cure - also covers all three worms.
Very effective against Hairworm especially if 2 days of treatment
are given.
Again, the treatment must be repeated in 2 weeks.

e Factor 5 - The Levamisol fraction of the product is effective
against Round and Hairworm.

The reason for the repeat treatment at 2 weeks is that no
deworming product will kill the larvae that are migrating through
the body.

They can only be killed when they are, as adults, in the intestinal
lumen.

At this stage they would already be laying eggs.

At the time of treatment, the loft floors must be cleaned very well
and flamed to destroy the worm eggs otherwise the birds become
reinfected.

NO disinfectant is effective against the worm eggs.

If faecal tests show that your birds have worms, it is important to
remember that the area around the loft could be contaminated by
worm eggs for at least 6 months.

The loft floors can be flamed but very seldom can the environment
around the loft be flamed.

Where we have found lofts that have shown positive faecal tests,
repeated tests have shown to be positive for a long time depending
on how much deworming and follow up cleaning of the environment
has been done.

Regular deworming along with regular general hygiene
becomes vitally important.

Medpet offers a service where faecal samples can be posted
via Postnet.

This service is offered free of charge.

For R200 a Salmonella test can be done.

For details contact us on 011 6148915.



