YBD AND YOUNG BIRD HEALTH

What can we do to breed healthy youngsters and keep
them healthy?

Keeping young birds healthy starts in the breeding loft.

o Before mating, the stock birds must have been treated for Worms, Coccidia,
Salmonella (using Mediprim and Medicox for 10 days) and Canker. You do
not want treat these conditions when the birds are already breeding.

e While breeding, follow a program similar to the Breeding season program on
page 47. With YBD, being a potential problem later, use more immune
boosting products like Probiotics, Optigut, Liquorice and Medimune Forte

e Before the eggs hatch, a Meditrich tablet should be given to all stock birds.

e After hatching, it is important to increase the use of immune boosting
products. These include:

0 Medimune Forte / Medimune tablets
o Liquorice powder

o Probiotics (Entero-Plus or Intestum)
o Opigut

This prepares the youngsters for their first Paramyxo injection and the
possible challenge of YBD. These products also improve food conversion,
ensuring the youngsters get maximum benefit from the food given to them.

e At 3 weeks the first Paramyxo vaccine is given using Nobilis Paramyxo. The
second vaccination is given at 7 weeks. Ensure the immune stimulants are
given before and after the vaccinations.

e At 4 weeks the birds are weaned. At this time a Meditrich tablet should be
given to all youngsters.

e Before and at weaning you can give a cocktail of Medimune Forte, Entero-
Plus or Intestum, Optigut and Liquorice powder. Medibrew and Viroban
can also be used if as an alternative. This would give the birds maximum
natural immunity against any viral challenge they may have.
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continued

e These viral challenges would come from:
o Rotavirus — now accepted as the main cause of YBD.
Or possibly:
o Circovirus
o Adenovirus
0 Herpesvirus
o Paramyxovirus

We experience outbreaks of YBD shortly after weaning, while the birds are training in
December and January. The main outbreak occurs within a few weeks after the first
race. During outbreaks, increase the frequency of dosing of Medimune Forte,
probiotics and Liquorice powder.

If there is a poor response to the treatment:
e Give antibiotics for secondary infection i.e. Avivet or Mediprim.
e Treat possible secondary Trichomonas with Meditrich. This allows you to
continue the use of other medications in the water or on the food.
e YBD is often accompanied by Candida. This can be treated with Medistatin.

Disinfect your loft, isolate sick birds and REST all youngsters.

For more information on this topic, see our website at www.medpet.co.za
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