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MALARIA (updated)

One of the most important preseason treatments given in the period
March to May would be a ten-day course of Primaquin and Chloroquin.

It would be impossible to give this long treatment during the race season
because treatment would have to be stopped to allow preparation for
basketing and the birds would be away from home for two days anyway.
The life cycle is 30 days.

For this reason, we give 10 days of treatment preseason and thereafter
1 to 2 days once weekly throughout the season.

This is the most practical way to break the 30-day cycle.

This follow up treatment is as important as the initial 10 day treatment
given preseason.

Many of the cases found during routine treatments we do during the race
season, are due to fanciers neglecting to give this once weekly treatment.

The life cycle can be subdivided into three different divisions:

1) In the fly itself

It is vitally important to control pigeon flies as an aid in the control of Malaria.
It is pointless treating the parasites without controlling the fly which is the
carrier. The fly is best controlled with Avian Insect Liquidator. Midges can
play a small role in transmission.

Mosquitoes themselves do not play a role in the transmission of
Haemoproteus Malaria but do play a role in transmission of Plasmodium
Malaria, which pigeons can also get.

2) In the pigeon

Found in the blood vessel walls of mainly the liver and lung. This stage is
treated with Primaquin.

3) In the red blood cells themselves
This stage is treated with Chloroquin.

From the above, it can be seen that, especially over the 10-day period, it
is best to use the Primaquin and Chloroquin together.

The once weekly, 1-to-2-day treatment can be given with either:

2mls Primaquin/amls Chloroquin mix.

2mls Primaquin alone.

5mls Chloroquin alone.

Both products can be given up to basketing day. Many fanciers have
had good results using them in this way.

Malaria cannot be diagnosed clinically. It can only be diagnosed by taking a
blood smear.

If we were to test every pigeon in every loft we would find a few cases

of Malaria.

These birds are a source of infection to the other birds in the loft.

During the race season they would be a source of infection to other birds
in the race baskets if pigeon flies are present in the race baskets.

It is for this reason that Malaria needs to be treated on a regular basis even
in lofts that are kept free of pigeon flies.

Refer to our website medpet.co.za for more info on Malaria.
It can be obtained from previous newsletters and under common avian
diseases.



